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(i) Guardian ad Litem means a person 
appointed by the court to represent the 
minor’s interests before the court. 

(j) Juvenile offender means a person 
who commits a delinquent act prior to 
his or her eighteenth birthday. 

(k) Minor means: 
(1) A person under 18 years of age, 
(2) A person 18 years of age or older 

concerning whom proceedings are com-
menced in the children’s court prior to 
his or her eighteenth birthday, or 

(3) A person 18 years of age or older 
who is under the continuing jurisdic-
tion of the children’s court. 

(l) Minor-in-need-of-care means a 
minor who: 

(1) Has no parent or guardian avail-
able and willing to take care of him or 
her; 

(2) Is unwilling to allow his or her 
parent or guardian to take care of him 
or her; 

(3) Has suffered or is likely to suffer 
a physical or emotional injury, in-
flicted by other than accidental means, 
which causes or creates a substantial 
risk of death, disfigurement, impair-
ment of bodily functions or emotional 
health; 

(4) Has not been provided with ade-
quate food, clothing, shelter, medical 
care, education or supervision by his or 
her parent, guardian or custodian; 

(5) Has been sexually abused; 
(6) Has been committing delinquent 

acts as a result of parental pressure, 
guidance or approval; or, 

(7) Has been committing status of-
fenses. 

(m) Status offense means an offense 
which, if committed by an adult, would 
not be designated a crime under this 
part or under an ordinance of the tribe. 

§ 11.901 The children’s court estab-
lished. 

When conducting proceedings under 
§§ 11.900–11.1114 of this part, the Court 
of Indian Offenses shall be known as 
the ‘‘Children’s Court’’. 

§ 11.902 Non-criminal proceedings. 
No adjudication upon the status of 

any minor in the jurisdiction of the 
children’s court shall be deemed crimi-
nal or be deemed a conviction of a 
crime, unless the children’s court re-
fers the matter to the Court of Indian 

Offenses. Neither the disposition nor 
evidence given before the children’s 
court shall be admissible as evidence 
against the child in any proceeding in 
another court. 

§ 11.903 Presenting officer. 

(a) The agency superintendent and 
the chief magistrate of the children’s 
court shall jointly appoint a presenting 
officer to carry out the duties and re-
sponsibilities set forth under §§ 11.900– 
11.1114 of this part. The presenting offi-
cer’s qualifications shall be the same 
as the qualifications for the official 
who acts as prosecutor for the Court of 
Indian Offenses. The presenting officer 
may be the same person who acts as 
prosecutor in the Court of Indian Of-
fenses. 

(b) The presenting officer shall rep-
resent the tribe in all proceedings 
under §§ 11.900–11.1114 of this part. 

§ 11.904 Guardian ad litem. 

The children’s court, under any pro-
ceeding authorized by this part, shall 
appoint, for the purposes of the pro-
ceeding, a guardian ad litem for a 
minor, where the court finds that the 
minor does not have a natural or adop-
tive parent, guardian or custodian will-
ing and able to exercise effective 
guardianship, or where the parent, 
guardian, or custodian has been ac-
cused of abusing or neglecting the 
minor. 

§ 11.905 Jurisdiction. 

The children’s court has exclusive, 
original jurisdiction of the following 
proceedings: 

(a) Proceedings in which a minor who 
resides in a community for which the 
court is established is alleged to be a 
juvenile offender, unless the children’s 
court transfers jurisdiction to the 
Court of Indian Offenses pursuant to 
§ 11.907 of this part. 

(b) Proceedings in which a minor who 
resides in a community for which the 
court is established is alleged to be a 
minor-in-need-of-care. 

§ 11.906 Rights of parties. 

(a) In all hearings and proceedings 
under §§ 11.900–11.1114 of this part the 
following rights will be observed unless 
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